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1- WTO - Action Alert before March 11 

The issues of Technical Assistance and Capacity Building (TACB) in the Post-Doha WTO debate have become 
critical. The WTO Director-General Mike Moore has been campaigning in Geneva and capitals insisting that 
TACB will be key for decisions in the 5th WTO Ministerial in Mexico next year. The TA Plan distributed by the 
WTO Secretariat raises serious concerns about the objectives of this exercise and the outcome it hopes to 
achieve. 

2- The international monetary and financial system has lost its way 

Today’s world is characterized by financial instability and a sharp drop in the prices of raw materials from 
developing countries. A widening gap exists between rich and poor countries and, in individual nations, 
between the affluent and the majority of the population. These are the results of decisions made long ago by 
the world’s key economic actors - specifically, the G7 member nations - and reaffirmed many times since the 
1980s. 

3- World Bank Bonds Boycott Campaign - Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign 

After hearing testimony from community leaders and experts on the impacts of World Bank policies and 
projects, the Finance Committee of the Milwaukee Common Council voted 5-0 this morning to support a 
resolution which would prohibit the city of Milwaukee from purchasing World Bank bonds in the future. 

4- In Spain a Parliamentarian Group on Tobin Tax 

On Wednesday the 6th of February a cross-party group was officially formed in the Congress of 
Parliamentary Members to study and debate the question of the Tobin Tax and the abolition of tax havens. In 
this group, parliamentary members participate as individuals; however, it should be pointed out that 
practically all the political parties represents in the Congress are represented in it. 

5- Our sand in the wheels of the mega-machine of neoliberal globalisation 

The current debate on the re-opening of the Mt Blanc Tunnel must be seen as a conflict on a public trans- 
border good: the Mt. Blanc massif and its territories. One of the dogmas of the process of neoliberal 
globalisation is the free circulation of goods, due to the present world-wide division of labour. Goods, ever 
more frequently, are produced in countries of the Global South, where labour is less expensive and workers 
rights’ are not respected. That which is produced in the south must, however, be transported to the North to 
be sold; and therefore creates important environmental and social problems. 

6- 50,000 People From 100 Countries Hold ‘World Social Forum’ 

The World Social Forum aims to counter the 30-year-old World Economic Forum. Instead of wealthy 
executives and politicians meeting behind closed doors, it is an open, democratic gathering of progressive 
voices from all parts of the world. Instead of looking at new ways to make profits, it explores ideas for 
attaining a just and sustainable global society. 

7- Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 
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Many delegations in Geneva, while welcoming the 
idea of technical assistance, wonder if this 
Secretariat-driven plan is not yet another political 
rather than a_ practical exercise to enable 
meaningful WTO participation by — their 
governments. 


Please find pasted below, a sign on statement that 
the Bretton Woods Project and IATP have drafted 
below. And also find attached the New Technical 
Assistance Plan of the WTO. It would be great if 
we can have as many sign-ons as possible before 
the March 11 donor meeting. Because of the 
limited time, the Bretton Woods Project will collect 
the sign-ons until March 9th, 10am UK time. 


PLEASE SEND ALL SIGN-ONS TO: 
tradestatement@brettonwoodsproject.org 





State your organization and country or if you are 
Signing on as an individual, please state it 
explicitly. If you sign on, we urge you to put it on 
your website and distribute it further to your 
networks. 


This statement will be sent to the Geneva Press. 
Others who are interested in sending it to their 
local press can do so as well. Alternatively, you 
may want to draft your own statements as well. 


Finally, please take a look at the Technical 
Assistance Plan (in the next email). It was handed 
to delegations yesterday. The first few pages are 
the relevant portions (please take note of the part 
on Regional Banks.) The rest of the Plan shows in 
a table format the activities planned as per the 
Doha Ministerial Declaration. There are no details 
as to what is planned for these seminars and 
workshops. It may be important to take note of 
when a seminar or a workshop is planned in your 
region. 


Apparently, the Secretariat has been in a rush to 
start engaing in these workshops and seminars. A 
recent one that was supposed to take place in 
Bogota, Colombia on Trade and Environment was 
met with criticism by some Latin American 
delegations because the Secretariat did not send 
out invitations in time nor had a program ready. 


Shefali Sharma Trade Information Project (TIP) 
and IATP Geneva B.P. 21, 160A Route de 
Florissant CH-1231 Conches, Geneva Switzerland 
tel 41 22 789-0724 fax 41 22 789-0500 


Sign-on Letter: 
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CIVIL SOCIETY CONCERNS ON WTO AGENDA FOR 
CAPACITY BUILDING 


STATEMENT FOR DONOR PLEDGING MEETING, 11 
March 2002 


Technical Assistance and Capacity Building 
emerged as important issues for Least Developed 
and Developing Countries in the Doha Ministerial 
Declaration following the WTO 4th Ministerial last 
November. Ministers agreed to "well targeted, 
sustainably financed technical assistance", 
acknowledging "that technical cooperation and 
capacity building are core elements of the 
development dimension" (Declaration, para. 38). 


Whilst the objectives of building capacity of all 
WTO members to define and act on trade policies 
that are in their best national interest is widely 
shared, important questions remain about how 
capacity building will be delivered and by whom. 
On February 14, 2002, government 
representatives in Geneva pointed to significant 
problems with the WTO Technical Assistance Plan 
and asked that it be revised with input from 
member governments. Civil society groups also 
want to take this opportunity to register concerns 
about the revised Technical Assistance (TA) Plan 
and hope that they will be taken seriously at the 
"Pledging Conference for Doha Development 
Agenda Trust Fund" on 11 March at which donors 
are likely to make available 16.5 million Swiss 
Francs for this work. 


Some of the major Civil Society concerns include: 


§ The Technical Assistance Plan, thus far, has 
been largely devised by the WTO Secretariat 
rather than by the intended recipients of the 
assistance: 40 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 
and over 80 developing countries. We urge further 
consideration to be given to the proposals made 
by LDCs' for TA in the Zanzibar Declaration last 


July. 


§ The nature of the Technical Assistance Plan is in 
itself problematic: 


A large part of the Plan involves the Integrated 
Framework for Trade Related Technical Assistance 
to the LDCs (IF), a programme which has already 
been tried and failed. The IF is composed of the 
IMF, ITC, UNCTAD, UNDP, World Bank and the 
WTO. The allocation of responsibilities in the 
revamped IF seems again unbalanced, and the 
major role being allocated to the World Bank in 
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particular is a cause for concern. Governments 
should have the flexibility to choose the agency 
and the form of assistance that they feel to be 
most appropriate. 


Inter-agency assistance seems to prioritize the 
highly contested "Singapore Issues" (which 
include Investment, Competition and Government 
Procurement). This prioritisation of the new 
negotiation issues over the needs of the LDCs and 
DCs to improve capacity on ongoing issues is 
problematic. The Doha Mandate does not give 
priority to these issues and specifically mandates 
that TACB be given to "better evaluate the 
implications" of issues such as Investment and 
Competition. 


WTO Secretariat seminars and workshops have 
been widely acknowledged to be too general and 
ineffective. This points to the need of more 
independent evaluation of the Secretariat's past 
efforts on TACB when approving the new TA plan. 
The Strategic Partnerships with Regional Banks for 
implementation of the Doha Mandates are 
particularly unclear. The Secretariat is already 
engaged in drafting MOUs with regional banks, 
however, very little information on these MOUs 
has been made public, or shared with the trade 
delegations themselves. 


We urge donors to work more closely with all WTO 
member countries and _ with civil society 
stakeholders to define a programme for trade 
capacity building that will strengthen the overall 
capacity of these countries to identify and pursue 
their own trade objectives in the context of a 
broader development plan. To ensure that the 
post-Doha capacity building is indeed given in that 
vein, it will be important to put in place a 
mechanism to independently assess its 
effectiveness. The current plan to allow another 
branch of the WTO Secretariat to perform an audit 
on capacity building is insufficient. 


We urge you to take seriously these concerns and 
engage Civil Society into the discussion about the 
Post-Doha Capacity Building Agenda. 
Co-signatories of this statement: 

Organizations: 

Bretton Woods Project, 

UK Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, 


Geneva 


Individuals: Name and Location 


page 3(3) 


The international monetary and financial 
system has lost its way 


By ATTAC Québec 
Translated by Leah Brumer, volunteer translator 
coroditrad@attac. org 





For more information on ATTAC Québec’s 
proposals: 
http: //attac.org/quebec or quebec@attac. org 


Today’s world is characterized by financial 
instability and a sharp drop in the prices of raw 
materials from developing countries. A widening 
gap exists between rich and poor countries and, in 
individual nations, between the affluent and the 
majority of the population. These are the results 
of decisions made long ago by the world’s key 
economic actors - specifically, the G7 member 
nations - and reaffirmed many times since the 
1980s. 


The international monetary system has 
deteriorated over the last thirty years. The Bretton 
Woods Accords (1944) sought to avoid the 
monetary errors of the 1930s, develop a system 
more flexible than the gold standard, stabilize 
exchange rates, and finance reconstruction and 
development. Under these agreements, 
International Financial Institutions (IFls) were to 
be created as part of the United Nations system. 
The goal of the International Monetary Fund was 
to achieve monetary stability and the World Bank 
was to provide development funding. The first 
major break with these goals occurred in 1971. 
Confronted by sustained balance of payment 
deficits and by speculation against its currency, 
the U.S. decided to take the dollar off the gold 
standard. The dollar remained the world’s key 
currency without any obligations in exchange, 
creating the context for the U.S. to assume 
unlimited debt. The second major break came in 
1973, when key currencies became floating. 


Beginning in the late 1970s, private bank loans 
became the principal source of financing. Capital 
flows still headed from North to South, but 
responded primarily to the needs of Northern 
countries. Private loans allowed those nations 
simultaneously to reinvest petrodollars and boost 
exports following the 1974-75 crisis, thereby 
tightening the noose around the overwhelming 
majority of developing countries. Such loans, 
readily available, were based on contracts that 
included variable interest rate provisions. 
However, few governments were familiar with 
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such provisions and could not accurately assess 
the risks they were taking. 


The international financial system’s development 
funding role began to change in 1980 when then- 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan and former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher launched a 
movement for financial liberalization. The 
“dictatorship of debt” followed. Capital flows were 
liberalized and deregulated and the public debt of 
developed nations was securitized, with the U.S. 
at the head of the pack. Combined with the U.S. 
Federal Reserve’s monetary policy, the result was 
an increase in long-term interest rates from 1.5- 
2percent to 8-10 percent. 


The G7, which represents the key industrial and 
financial nations, imposes the Washington 
consensus, a dogma founded on trade and capital 
flow liberalization and privatization. The interests 
of financial markets and international investments 
are placed above all others. The rest of the story 
is well-known, beginning with the debt crisis and 
the lost decade in Latin America and elsewhere, 
including Africa. In this new context of financial 
globalization, the IFls have become a means of 
imposing privatization and market liberalization 
policies in the name of structural adjustment, 
often with countries’ tacit and resigned complicity. 


In the 1990s, equity and bond investments on 
emerging markets began to overtake bank loans. 
Those markets found themselves increasingly 
dependent on speculative “round-tripping.” Prices 
rose to artificial highs and then collapsed, with 
well-documented economic and social 
consequences. After the Mexican, Russian and 
Asian crises, the U.S. and the G7 proposed a “new 
international financial architecture.” The IMF was 
assigned to implement principles outlined by then- 
US treasury secretary Robert Rubin, reinforcing a 
trend already underway: an increased role for 
private investors in emerging financial markets, 
thanks to improved information available to them. 


Our critique of international financial institutions 


The IMF and the World Bank are widely 
discredited. We offer a three-fold critique: 


-The two Bretton Woods institutions have 
gradually moved away from their original 
purposes. They have become instruments for 
imposing the transnational financial market’s 
prescription - structural adjustment -- on 
dependent and indebted nations. 
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-The IFls have been used to strip institutions like 
UNCTAD and the UNDP of their role and 
substance. Created under U.N. auspices, the latter 
were intended to operate more democratically 
because they were not founded on the principle of 
“one dollar, one vote.” 

-By giving priority to debt payment and the needs 
of capital and thereby neglecting other objectives, 
the IFls have imposed policies contrary to the 
needs of genuine development. These policies 
have produced serious failures, including repeated 
crises and increased social inequality. 


We propose to radically reform the IFls. We 
challenge the very nature of the powers that use 
them to voice their positions and carry out their 
will. We thus’ challenge the theoretical 
underpinnings determining IFI actions. Our 
position contrasts with that of the extreme 
freemarketeers, (presented in the Meltzer report) 
who would reduce international public regulation 
to an absolute minimum. We also challenge those 
who would fine-tune the Bretton Woods IFls but 
who, in fact, seek to strengthen them as they 
operate today. 


We call for a new approach to the global economy 
and the IFls 


IFl reform must occur in the broader global 
context of reform of and a new Set of principles for 
the international financial system. The 
globalization process cannot be criticized simply 
because it expands trade among peoples. What is 
unacceptable is the current neo-liberal approach 
to globalization, which views the world as a 
commodity, delivers exorbitant power to the 
markets and endorses profits as its driving logic. 


IFl reform must be based on answers to two 
preliminary questions: 


What kind of development do we seek and what 
kinds of IFls do we need to pursue it? 


The IFls’ primary goal must be social and 
economic development. Though the term is used 
indiscriminately today, we take “sustainable 
development” as our model. By this we mean a 
development approach which protects  non- 
renewable resources and human labor and is 
founded on intra- and inter-generational equity. In 
other words, this economic system is based on 
respect for human beings and their environment 
and on trade among peoples based on equality, 
democracy and free choice. If allowed to pursue 
its mission, sustainable development could offer 
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an alternative to market domination and the profit 
motive. It calls for a radical break with the model 
governing all IFl decisions. It is incompatible with 
market-based solutions proposed by the G7 
countries, including the Kyoto protocol’s provision 
for creating a market in pollution rights, which 
would result in relaxing the constraints limiting the 
wealthy countries. 


Which institutions do we need for which functions? 


Canada can participate in implementing this new 
economic approach because the country still offers 
an opportunity to carry out a different economic 
strategy in terms of taxation, regulation, criminal 
justice, responsibility for education, health and 
social welfare, and support for innovation and 
emerging industries. 


The I FIs’ four key functions 


National-level efforts meet necessary, but not 
sufficient, conditions. They must be combined with 
work at the international level. The IFIs’ key 
functions should be to: 


1. work for the cancellation of external debt for 
countries which request it (and for which it is 
critical); 

2. provide financing structured to support 
sustainable development to those countries in 
need of it; 

3. create crisis prevention and management 
mechanisms, as well as technical assistance, for 
countries seeking to protect themselves from the 
movements of speculative capital; 

4. help countries to build (or rebuild) institutions 
that protect their exports from monetary 
instability and shifting prices for raw materials. 


Even as we focus on the IFls, we must also 
undertake a critical analysis of other international 
organizations like the WTO. We must ask why 
institutions like UNCTAD, the UNDP, the ILO, the 
FAO and the WHO have been relegated to second 
place. International relations must be understood 
as a whole and must be the subject of overall 
analysis. 


The treaty establishing the WTO is a one-sided 
contract of an imperial nature. That is why we 
struggle against the WTO as currently constituted 
and call for its functions to be assigned to other 
institutions. The WTO's conflict-resolution body - 
really an international tribunal - wields excessive 
power, serving commercial interests above all 
others. WTO decisions violate fundamental 
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protections in the areas of economic, social and 
environmental rights defended by the UN and the 
ILO. The failure to observe ILO norms must be 
sanctioned so that labor is not just some input 
variable to be adjusted at will and subjugated to 
financial and business interests represented by the 
IFls and the WTO. 


Like the WTO, the IFls have limited expertise and 
should be limited to working in those areas. The 
U.N., however, operates under a group of 
founding documents including its Charter, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the UN 
Charter on the Economic Rights and Duties of 
States. The UN is a_ legitimate universal 
organization and should govern other international 
organizations. This proposal also calls _ for 
necessary reforms of the U.N., particularly the 
Security Council and, specifically, the bureaucratic 
tendencies limiting its effectiveness. 


The IFIs’ operations must be reformed 


The IFIls can only help regulate the international 
financial system in keeping with the proposals 
outlined here if their operations are governed by 
the following principles, which represent a radical 
break from current practice. 


Democracy and transparency 


The Bretton Woods IFIS_ are profoundly 
undemocratic. Their studies are conducted and 
their decisions made in_ secret. Power is 
concentrated in the hands of the wealthiest 
countries. Women are virtually absent from 
decision making bodies. Balanced participation by 
women would help to end the reproduction of 
gender inequalities. The IFls should give priority 
to democratizing voting and decision making in 
keeping with the UN principle of “one nation, one 
vote.” They should seek balance based on 
population, which would guarantee a _ balance 
between rich and poor countries and, at minimum, 
between creditors and debtors. The second aspect 
of democratization is genuine oversight of IFI 
administrators by member nations, conducted by 
national legislatures along with representatives of 
civil society (NGOs, unions, women’s movements). 
It would include public debates and publication of 
reports. At a minimum, the Canadian 
representative to the IMF and the World Bank, and 
the administrations directing him/her, must be 
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truly accountable to and overseen by elected 
representatives. 


Democracy and transparency must also be 
organized locally among populations directly 
affected by IFI interventions. They must be kept 
systematically informed. IFl interventions must be 
subject to debate and approved by national 
legislatures. This involves challenging the current 
system of conditionalities, which run counter to 
the notion of cooperation, as well as correcting 
unequal relationships between wealthy and 
developing countries. 


Balance between creditor and debtor nations must 
be restored 


With decision making power concentrated among 
wealthy creditor nations, debtor nations generally 
bear the burden of adjustments resulting from 
international imbalances for which they are not 
solely responsible. Further, debtor nations lack 
any flexibility to choose among economic and 
social policies. Excessive power in the hands of 
creditors - characteristic of neo-liberal finance - 
must be challenged. Financial operations 
management and debt management for 
developing countries must be based on a system 
of parity, taking into account the’ shared 
responsibility of creditor and debtor nations in 
debt formation. This involves challenging the 
functioning of the Clubs of Paris and of London, 
managers of developing nations’ public and 
private debt. 


The IFls and the WTO must be incorporated into a 
reformed U.N. To hold them to independent 
oversight and to assure they do not give priority 
to financial and commercial interests, they must 
be accountable to the U.N. system. 


Labor and the social relations of production must 
be restored to the center of the debate. As 
currently defined, the debate over the social 
protection clause serves primarily to justify 
investors’ interests by dividing workers in the 
North and South, by grossly exploiting workers 
(particularly women) in the South, and by 
covering up the decline of rights among Northern 
workers. Unions must pursue a common front to 
defend and advance universal workers’ rights - 
especially in the ILO context - reinforced by 
opportunities for redress. 


Along with restructuring the relationship of the 
IFls with other existing international bodies, 
radical reform must also involve creating 
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international structures for evaluation. They must 
be independent of the IFIls and linked to the U.N. 
system. A system of redress, accessible to 
concerned parties, national legislators and other 
sectors of civil society (unions, non-profit 
organizations, women’s movements) would 
represent considerable progress in democratizing 
the international financial system. The World 
Bank, the IMF and the WTO must be integrated 
into the UN framework by linking them to the 
UNCTAD under UN Economic and Social Council 
oversight. 


Regionalize the IFls 


Regionalizing the IFIS would achieve three 
objectives. It would: limit the excessive power of 
the IMF and the World Bank, reduce the U.S. grip 
on the IFls, and connect them to _ local 
governments and populations. However, policies 
based on major regional power blocs must be 
avoided. Such policies would reinforce instability 
and competition, as was observed during the 
1930s. Regionalizing the IFls should make them 
more efficient in developing solutions to local 
challenges. 


International organizations should also adopt a 
polycentric structure. Integrated into the UN 
system, regionalized IFls would thus be linked by 
cooperative and coordinating agreements. Under 
this structure, World Bank funds would be divided 
among regional development banks and the 
Bank’s role limited to that of a guarantor 
organization. It would no longer make direct 
loans. The World Bank could also operate as a 
regionalized development institution, a proposal 
we offer to finance development based on public 
transfers and not limited to serving global market 
objectives. 


Some emerging countries, especially in Latin 
America, are discussing whether to create 
additional monetary zones like the  euro’s 
Euroland. This is a difficult question. On the one 
hand, emerging countries seek to counter the 
dollar’s hegemony-the “dollarization” of their 
economies--and its impacts on their policies and 
currencies. Monetary zones could improve their 
negotiating position vis a vis the IMF, where the 
US holds sway. Experience shows that monetary 
blocs linked to free trade zones ("one market, one 
currency”) aggravate the risk of instability and 
international competition. By necessity, a 
worldwide reference currency-that of the “leading” 
country-emerges. But if emerging countries could, 
indeed, create regional currencies, why should 
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they subject themselves to risks of instability if 
they are unlikely to gain the status of a major 
currency? Their populations would also face 
heightened sacrifices, as have European wage 
earners during the euro’s formation. 


We propose that the question of a common global 
currency be examined, starting with Keynes’ 
Bretton Woods proposals, which the U.S. rejected. 
Such a currency would serve as a standard for 
external trade and loans between nations, which 
would maintain sovereignty and autonomy over 
monetary policy. Constraints on the movement of 
private capital were among the _ limitations 
proposed. Such a proposal would be part of a 
radical change in current economic thinking. 


Creating mechanisms and an appeals body 


Global regulation cannot be defined only in 
institutional terms. The issue of legal rights is also 
important. IFIs must be subject to international 
law, and especially to the protocols and 
agreements signed by the majority of their 
member nations. This reflects the notion that the 
economy and trade can be regulated on the basis 
of respect for civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights, an idea increasingly central in 
mobilizing the world’s social movements and 
formulating their demands. 


A two-pronged approach is necessary’ to 
guarantee that regulations governing national 
economies and the global economy are founded 
on respect for economic, social and cultural rights. 
First, those rights must be recognized as legally 
actionable and individuals or legal entities must be 
authorized to demand compensation from the 
courts in the event that such rights are violated. 
Second, international appeals bodies must be 
created with jurisdiction over such situations. 


To reduce the IFIls’ excessive power and to restore 
power to nations and citizens worldwide, the latter 
must be able to seek redress from international 
courts for violation of international treaties or 
failure to observe fundamental rights. Legal 
frameworks must be transformed so_ that 
members of civil society (citizens and_ their 
organizations) can bring complaints against 
nations, corporations or international 
organizations before national and_ international 
courts. 


Reform the IFls’ interventions 
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The proposed institutional changes must be 
accompanied by new _ institutional practices. 
Indeed, to fulfill the four functions outlined above, 
IFis must make _ radical changes in_ their 
interventions. The objectives of financial stability 
and development financing, which constituted the 
original foundation of the Bretton Woods accords, 
are at the heart of the IFls’ priorities. 


For more information on ATTAC Quebec’s 
proposals: 
http: //attac.org/quebec ou quebec@attac.org 





World Bank Bonds Boycott Campaign - 
Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign 


By Neil Watkins 


CONTACT: In Milwaukee -- Frances Bartelt 414- 
559-9583/ Steve Watrous 414-933-3033 In 
Washington, DC -- Neil Watkins 202-393-6665 


Community Leaders Call on City of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin State Investment Board Not to Buy 
World Bank Bonds 


Milwaukee Finance Committee Votes 5-0 to 
Endorse Boycott of World Bank Bonds; Full Council 
Vote Next Week 


MILWAUKEE -- After hearing testimony from 
community leaders and experts on the impacts of 
World Bank policies and projects, the Finance 
Committee of the Milwaukee Common Council 
voted 5-0 this morning to support a resolution 
which would prohibit the city of Milwaukee from 
purchasing World Bank bonds in the future. The 
resolution also calls on the Wisconsin State 
Investment Board, which currently holds $35 
million in World Bank bonds, not to buy such 
bonds in the future. 


"The World Bank's policies foster a global race to 
the bottom, driving down wages, environmental 
conditions and democratic institutions from 
Argentina to Zimbabwe," said Alderman Don 
Richards, chief sponsor of the resolution. "There is 
a direct link between the loss of family-supporting 
jobs and our tax base in Milwaukee and the World 
Bank's promotion of investor-rights globalization. 
While the Bank claims to be offering a helping 
hand to poor nations, it actually forces Third World 
nations to follow self- destructive economic 
policies. This is a disaster for poor nations being 
kept poor by the Bank's onerous conditions for 
financial assistance, and also a disaster for cities 
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like Milwaukee having its industrial base 
plundered. 


"In the past, cities and other governmental units 
took action against South African apartheid, 
Americans were able to play a crucial role in 
forcing the abandonment of apartheid. With this 
resolution, we aim to take the same kind of 
substantive--not merely symbolicaction against an 
institution, the World Bank, that is actively 
harming communities like Milwaukee as well as 
Third World nations," said Richards. 


Local community leaders and national experts 
representing labor, human rights, and religious 
constituencies testified before the committee and 
spoke at a press conference today where they 
urged City Council to pass the resolution. Among 
those who testified at the hearing today or spoke 
to the press were the resolution's chief sponsor, 
Milwaukee Alderman ODon_ Richards; John 
Goldstein, President of the Milwaukee County 
Labor Council; Don Burmester, a worker laid off 
from the Milwaukee Master Lock factory; Cathy 
Rose of the Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign; Bill 
Lange of Faith Community for Worker Justice; and 
Mark Weisbrot, co-Director of Washington-based 
Center for Economic and Policy Research. 


"This is an important victory for working people in 
Milwaukee," said John Goldstein, President of the 
Milwaukee County Labor Council. "We have seen 
tens of thousands of jobs leave our community as 
a result of World Bank policies of corporate 
globalization. It's very encouraging to have the 
city council support those working families as we 
shed light on the damaging policies of the World 
Bank." 


The Milwaukee effort is part of a global World 
Bank Bonds Boycott campaign. The campaign is 
organizing municipalities and institutional 
investors to stop buying World Bank bonds as a 
means of putting political and financial pressure 
on the World Bank for fundamental change. 
Already, 5 U.S. cities, 10 investment firms, and 
dozens of unions and churches have adopted the 
boycott of World Bank bonds. The campaign is 
modeled upon the anti-Apartheid divestment 
movement of the 1980s, and is based on the fact 
that the World Bank raises a majority of its funds 
by issuing bonds to institutional investors. 


"World Bank policies seek to commodify that 
which sustains our life water," said Cathy Rose, a 
member of the Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign, 
the group leading the effort for the boycott in 
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Milwaukee. "Even though the World Bank doesn't 
operate in the U.S., World Bank programs and 
policies which promote corporate globalization 
have directly affected us through the de- 
industrialization of Milwaukee and the Heartland of 
the U.S." 


The World Bank Bonds Boycott calls on the World 
Bank Group to cancel 100% of debts owed to it by 
impoverished countries, stop destructive 
‘structural adjustment’ and similar policies, and 
end all lending for oil, gas, mining, and dam 
projects. The World Bank Bonds Boycott resolution 
will be considered by the full city council in 
Milwaukee on Tuesday, March 5. 


In Spain a Parliamentarian group on 
Tobin Tax 


A cross-party group has just been formed in the 
Spanish Parliament to study and debate the Tobin 
Tax and the abolition of tax havens 


On Wednesday the 6th of February a cross-party 
group was Officially formed in the Congress of 
Parliamentary Members to study and debate the 
question of the Tobin Tax and the abolition of tax 
havens. In this group, parliamentary members 
participate as individuals; however, it should be 
pointed out that practically all the political parties 
represents in the Congress are represented in it. 
The participation of the members belonging to the 
Partido Popular - the party currently in 
government - is the only matter to be settled. 
They have attended the preparatory meetings but 
have not confirmed their participation as their 
party is clearly opposed to the implementation of 
a Tobin-type tax. 


The formation of the group has been the result of 
the efforts made by a number of individual 
members, with the collaboration of Attac-Espana. 
In November 2001 the first contact took place 
between one of the members pushing for the 
Tobin Tax in the Congress of Parliamentary 
Members, Joan Saura de Iniciativa-Els Verds, and 
members of the Tobin Tax-Tax Havens 
Commission of Attac-Catalunya. 


Later, the Commission was asked by Attac Espafia 
to impulse and coordinate a series of actions to 
form an interparliamentary group in the Congress 
of Parliamentary Members. 


The newly formed group has accepted the work 
plan proposed by Attac which will develop over a 
series of monthly sessions from March until J uly in 
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which the following subjects will be tackled: the 
relationship between ethics, politics and the 
economy, the reform of international financial 
institutions, the Tobin Tax and tax havens. The 
parliamentary members have also accepted the 
speakers proposed by Attac to discuss these 
subjects. The aim that this group has set out for 
the present parliamentary session is the 
elaboration of an agreed document on the 
suitability of the implementation of the Tobin Tax 
and the abolition of tax havens so that, at a later 
date, it may be given to the different political 
formations to which the members of the group 
belong. 


The debate on another type of globalisation is 
coming into the Spanish Parliament. In Attac 
Espana we hope that this debate will progress and 
materialise into concrete actions for the 
introduction of the measures we support. We hope 
that the Members of Parliament will act in 
accordance with what, in the words of Ricardo 
Petrella, should be their function, which is not to 
manage what is possible but to make possible 
what is impossible. We are delighted that they 
have begun the way there. 


Comisién Tasa Tobin y paraisos fiscales 
(Commission on the Tobin Tax and Tax Havens) 
ATTAC- Espana 


Our sand in the wheels of the mega- 
machine of neoliberal globalisation 


By Giorgio Caniglia, ATTAC Valle d’Aosta 
Translated by Andrea Ramone, _ volunteer 
translator coorditrad@attac.org 





The battle for the reduction of heavy goods 
vehicles (HGV) in the Mt. Blanc Tunnel 


In the International Year of the Mountain, the 
Italian and French governments intend to pursue a 
policy of dangerous and suicidal transportation: 
the people killed in the tunnel of Mt. Blanc on 
March 23, 1999, in the Tauri Tunnel (Austria) and 
at Gottardo (Switzerland) in 2001 were not 
enough to initiate the conversion of transportation 
from tires to tracks for even a kilogram of goods 
transported across the Alpine massif. Beyond the 
aforementioned misfortunes, the transport of 
goods by HGV’s pollutes and degrades an alpine 
environment that is being preserved for reasons of 
nature, culture, and the human resources it 
represents. For many years initiatives have been 
assumed by local populations, as well as public 
entities, organisations, parties, and movements, 
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to save and protect their economy based on the 
agriculture, tourism, and artisan-ship; not to 
mention fundamental resources such as water. In 
recent times there have even b!een international 
demonstrations : that of 6 October 2001, which 
the provisional director of ATTAC Italy supported - 
to Maurienne and that of 4 January 2002 at 
Courmayeur. One is now being organised to take 
place in Courmayeur this coming March 23rd, the 
3rd anniversary of the tragedy in the Tunnel. On 
this occasion, the need to protect Mt. Blanc and 
the Alpine massif, considered by everyone to be of 
invaluable value and patrimony for all humanity, 
will be made very clear. 


These initiatives are strongly symbolic: winning at 
Mt. Blanc means winning across the Alpine massif 
and making it clear that policies of national and 
European transportation must change radically; 
until the transit of goods across the Alpine massif 
transforms entirely from tires to tracks. It is 
necessary to block the politics of de-localisation, 
and make those who transport on tires pay for the 
real costs of pollution, degradation, and 
endangerment of populations’ health. 


The current debate on the re-opening of the Mt 
Blanc Tunnel must be seen as a conflict on a 
public trans-border good: the Mt. Blanc massif and 
its territories. A conflict on the dispatch of this 
good, or rather who should not decide it, and on 
the basis of what criteria. The populations of the 
Mt Blanc, supported by local and global civil 
society, are trying to oppose the operations of 
companies dispatching through the Tunnel and the 
connected road network (The Valdostane Road 
Association, controlled by the multinational 
Benetton), flanked on their part by state 
institutions (the French and Italian government) 
and transnationals (the EU). Our role, as ATTAC, 
in this battle can, naturally, only be of one kind : 
the full support of every public campaign that has 
as an objective a radical transformation of the 
current policies of transport in Europe and 
throughout the world. 


One of the dogmas of the process of neoliberal 
globalisation is the free circulation of goods, due 
to the present world-wide division of labour. 
Goods, ever more frequently, are produced in 
countries of the Global South, where labour is less 
expensive and workers rights’ are not respected. 
That which is produced in the south must, 
however, be transported to the North to be sold; 
and therefore creates important environmental 
and social problems. 
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As a final point in this debate concerning the 
demands of transportation, we wish to underline 
that this subject can not be affronted merely on a 
local level. Not only for reasons of solidarity with 
other populations of the Alpine massif, but 
because we are dealing with a complex problem 
that finds its roots in the global. At the base of 
this problem lie, in fact, our models of production 
and consumption, oriented towards an always- 
increasingly irrational productivity and 
consumption. 


For these motives, we support policies of either: a 
combined transportation based on tires and 
tracks, with the objective to soon reach a re- 
equilibrium of goods transportation in favour of 
tracks; or a re-evaluation of regional economic 
trade and promotion of short circuits of 
distribution. In particular we support the proposal 
to introduce, as in the Swiss example, a 
redevance on the traffic of heavy goods vehicles 
linked to the prestation. This consists of charging 
heavy vehicles a toll on every crossed road based 
on their: weight and volume of emissions, and 
kilometres crossed. The proceeds of this tax 
should be allocated, as in Switzerland, to the 
restoration and modernisation of _ train 
infrastructures, and compensation, at least in 
part, to populations and territories suffering from 
the traversing of HGV’s. 


As one can see, the objective is not only to 
criticise the current system of transport, but to 
commence discourse on_ the _ international 
organisation of production and consumption of 
goods. Without a sensible reduction in the amount 
of transported goods, even the most innovative 
plan of transport would end up as merely a 
temporary solution. 


30% of merchandise transported across Alpine 
roads is food and other agricultural products. The 
very HGV involved in the Mt Blanc Tunnel tragedy 
was carrying margarine and flour from Belgium to 
Italy. It’s time to say ‘enough’ to a system that 
encourages transporting, over thousands _ of 
kilometres, goods that could be produced in every 
region of Europe. 


Today, working against the return of HGV’s in the 
Mt Blanc Tunnel means working for a diverse 
system of transport—and therefore also of 
production—of goods world-wide. The battle for 
the reduction of heavy traffic in the Mt Blanc 
Tunnel will be our grain of sand in the mega- 
machine of neoliberal globalisation. 
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Granello di Sabbia redazione@attac.org 





50,000 People From 100 Countries Hold 
‘World Social Forum’ 


by Emily LaBarbera-Twarog 
Organizer, Chicago J obs with J ustice 


Brazil Gathering, an Alternative to Elite ‘World 
Economic Forum,’ Explores Ideas for a Just and 
Sustainable Global Society 


A conference of 50,000 people? That’s how many 
activists gathered in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 
February to participate in the second annual World 
Social Forum. 


The World Social Forum aims to counter the 30- 
year-old World Economic Forum. Instead of 
wealthy executives and politicians meeting behind 
closed doors, it is an open, democratic gathering 
of progressive voices from all parts of the world. 
Instead of looking at new ways to make profits, it 
explores ideas for attaining a just and sustainable 
global society. 


Last year World Social Forum (WSF) organizers 
planned for 2,000-3,000 participants, but were 
met with 15,000. This year, the scale was more 
than three times larger, with a turnout from over 
100 countries. 


Porto Alegre and the state of which it is the 
capital, Rio Grande do Sul, are run by Brazil’s 
Workers Party (PT), which has pioneered ways for 
citizens to participate in local budget decisions and 
strongly supports the WSF. The WSF is thoroughly 
international, with four official languages, 
Portuguese, English, Spanish, and French. 


U.S. DELEGATION 


In 2001, only about 100 people came from the 
United States; this year over 400 attended. 

| traveled as part of the Jobs with Justice 
delegation, which included 16 members from 
unions, community- and faith-based 
organizations, student movements, and J wJ staff. 
Unions represented in our delegation were SEIU, 
UE, and |UE/CWA. 


Our delegation visited the Movimiento dos 
Trabalhadores Rurais Sem _ Terra’ (Landless 
Workers Movement). The MST’s slogan is “Occupy. 
Resist. Produce.” These landless rural workers’ 
objective is to win land through occupation and 
develop cooperatives of families who are 
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committed to building 
communities. 


self-sustaining 


The MST settlement we visited grows and sells 
organic produce within the country and sells beef 
and pork to France. Over 300,000 families in 23 
out of 28 Brazilian states have settled on land. For 
more information on the MST and how to increase 
U.S. awareness of the struggle, check out: 
<www.mstbrazil.org/index.htmI>. 


UNION OFFICES RAIDED 


The Central Unica dos Trabalhadores (CUT, Brazil's 
largest union federation) has played a strong role 
in| community-based organizing as well as 
Brazilian politics. The PT, one of the strongest 
political parties in Brazil, was started within the 
CUT. In fact, the PT is running a _ presidential 
candidate—former metalworker Luis Inacio Lula da 
Silva, commonly referred to as Lula—who is the 
front-runner in Brazil’s next election. 


While the WSF was in progress, the CUT’s main 
offices in Sao Paulo were raided by an unidentified 
group of men with machine guns, dressed in 
fatigues. All their computers and files were stolen. 
Many unions from other countries (including the 
U.S.) have called for international solidarity to aid 


Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 
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the CUT. If their party, the PT, were to win power 
in Brazil, it would make a huge difference for the 
whole hemisphere—including the fight against the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). 

We have returned from Porto Alegre declaring 
“another world is possible!” Let’s organize to make 
that happen! 


[To ask that the Brazilian government investigate 
and halt the assassination of CUT and PT leaders, 
write to Fernando Henrique Cardoso, President of 
Brazil, <governo@brasil.gov.br>, fax 011 55 61 
411 2222, and Colin Powell, 
<secretary@state.gov>, fax 202/647-2283. ] 


Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. 'Labor 
Notes’ is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, 
USA. We are committed to reforming and 
revitalizing the labor movement. We report news 
about the labor movement that you won't find 
anywhere else. News about grassroots labor 
activity, innovative organizing tactics, 
international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would 
rather keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of 
‘Labor Notes' in your mailbox! Subscription 
information can be found at our website at 
www.labornotes.org 





If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/rdv/ Then select 
the country in which it will take place to find further information. 


-- Wednesday 06 

AUSTRIA : Wien 

BELGIQUE BELGIE : Bruxelles ULB 
DANMARK : Vanlose 

ESPANA : Madrid 





FRANCE: Fresnes - Rennes - Paris 11 - La Ciotat - Moulins - La Rochette - Voiron - Reims - Antony - 


Orleans - Marseille - Cachan 
SUISSE SCHWEIZ : Neuchatel 
SVERIGE : Stockholm - Sjuharad - Fuf 


-- Thursday 07 
AUSTRIA : Graz - Wien 
ESPANA : Madrid 


FRANCE: Montlucon - Toulouse - Vernon - Lyon - Lorient - Rouen - Bordeaux - Etampes - Marseille 


NORGE : Asker 
SVERIGE : Orebro 


-- Friday 08 
AUSTRIA : Graz - Wien - Linz 
BELGIQUE BELGIE : Mons 


FRANCE: Lorient - Montmorillon - Malakoff - Amiens - Chatellerault - Chalon sur Saone 
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-- Saturday 09 

BELGIQUE BELGIE: Gembloux 
DANMARK: Aalborg 

DEUTSCHLAND: Frankfurt - Hannover 
FRANCE: Paris 11 

SVERIGE: Malmo 


-- Sunday 10 

AUSTRIA: Wien 

FRANCE: Paris 11 
SVERIGE: Sjuharad - Lulea 


-- Monday 11 

AUSTRIA: Leibnitz - Kufstein 

BELGIQUE BELGIE : Namur 

DANMARK : Blagarden 

ESPANA : Madrid 

FRANCE: Clisson - Evreux - Mouans Sartoux - Aubagne - Ganges - Uzes - Bordeaux - Lille - Arles - Pau - 
Rochefort - Paris 13 - Marseille 

NORGE : Bergen 


-- Tuesday 12 

AUSTRIA: Leibnitz - Kitzbuhl 

BELGIQUE BELGIE : Liege 

DANMARK : Dronningensgade 

ESPANA : Madrid 

FRANCE: Foix - Chalons en champagne - Antibes - Rouen - Poitiers - Pernes les Fontaines - Bordeaux - 
Sophia Antipolis - Lons le Saulnier - Conflans Sainte Honorine - Salon de Provence - Laval 

SUISSE SCHWEIZ : Lausanne 

SVERIGE : Goteborg 


-- Wednesday 13 

AUSTRIA: Leibnitz - Breitenwang - Linz 

ESPANA : Madrid 

FRANCE: Nantes - Rennes - Paris 11 - Marseille - Grandpuits - Voiron - Moissac - Paris 13 - ENS Ulm - Aix 
SVERIGE : Stockholm 


